262               THE COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA GANDHI
read the book forty years ago. At that time, I was sceptical about
many things and sometimes entertained atheistic ideas. When I
went to England, I was a votary of violence, I had faith in it and
none in non-violence. After I read this book, that lack of faith
in non-violence vanished. Later I read some of his other books,
but I cannot describe what effect they had on me. I can only
say what effect his life as a whole had on me.
I attach importance to two things in his life. He did what he
preached. His simplicity was extraordinary; it was not merely
outward; outward simplicity of course he had. Though he was
born in an aristocratic family and had all the good things of life
to enjoy, had at his disposal all that wealth and possessions could
give a man, he changed the direction of his life's voyage in the
prime of youth. Though he had enjoyed all the pleasures and
tasted all the sweetness which life can offer, the moment he rea-
lized the futility of that way of life he turned his back on it, and
he remained fkm in his new convictions till the end of his life. I
have, therefore, stated in some message I have sent that Tolstoy
was the very embodiment of truth in this age. He strove uncom-
promisingly to follow truth as he saw it, making no attempt to
conceal or dilute what he believed to be the truth. He stated
what he felt to be the truth without caring whether it would hurt
or please the people or whether it would be welcome to the mighty
emperor. Tolstoy was a great advocate of non-violence in his age.
I know of no author in the West who has written as much and
as effectively for the cause of non-violence as Tolstoy has done.
I may go even further and say that I know no one in India or
elsewhere who has had as profound an understanding of the nature
of non-violence as Tolstoy had and who has tried to follow it as
sincerely as he did.
I feel unhappy about this state of affairs, I do not like it.
India is karmabhumi1. The sages and seers of this country have made
the biggest discoveries in the sphere of non-violence. But we can-
not live on inherited wealth. If we do not continue to add to it,
we would be eating it away. The late Justice Ranade has cau-
tioned us against this. We may complacently quote the Vedas
and Jain literature and talk profound things, or propound great
principles and strike the world dumb, but people will not believe
in our sincerity. Hence Ranade pointed it out as our duty that
we should add to our inheritance. We should compare it with
the writings of other religious thinkers and if, as a result of such
1 Land of duty, contrasted \vitb bhog4bhumit land of enjoyment